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Websites that offer free eBooks 
 

North Suburban Digital Consortium http://nsdc.lib.overdrive.com 
Browse, checkout and download over 2000 eBooks with your Skokie Library Card.  
 
Project Gutenberg www.gutenberg.org 
33,000 eBooks in the public domain whose copyright has expired are available for 
downloading here. This website is a great source for all those classic you meant to read and 
never got around to reading. 
 
Open Library http://openlibrary.org 
From the Internet archive, Open Library‟s motto is “One web page for every book ever 
published”  and they encourage users to add works in the public domain to the site. Great for 
finding different editions of classic texts.  
 
Feedbooks www.feedbooks.com 
Like Project Gutenberg and Open Library, Feedbooks offers free public domain books; plus, 
they offer free books by up and coming authors. 
 
Google http://books.google.com/ebooks 
In addition to offering books for sale, Google has almost 3 million free ebooks from the public 
domain available to download. 
 
Cory Doctorow:  http://craphound.com 
Cory Doctorow is a best selling SF author and a passionate advocate for readers‟ and 
authors‟ rights in regards to copyright. He makes all his books free to download on his 
website.   
 
Baen Free Library http://www.baen.com/library 
Best selling SF authors such as Larry Niven, Eric Flint, Lois McMaster Bujold, and Mercedes 
Lackey offer some of their books for free download on this site.   
 
Smashwords http://www.smashwords.com 
A great source for indie authors and publishers. Some you do have to pay for, but many 
beginning authors offer their books for free.  You can also download a free sample of a 
chapter or two of many of the books on the site.  
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Harlequin  http://tryharlequin.com 
For the romance novel enthusiast, the publisher Harlequin offers 18 free eBooks for fans to 
download.   
 
Author/Publisher websites: 
Many author also offer limited time free downloads of their books, free samples of forthcoming 
books or short stories. Increasingly, authors and publishers are using Facebook and other 
social media sites to advertise these offers.  
 
 

To download a library eBook to your eReader: 

1. Visit our digital consortium page at http://nsdc.lib.overdrive.com 
2. Search for your favorite author or browse through a subject to find a book that interests 

you. 
3. Once you choose your eBook, click on „Add Item to BookBag.‟ 
4. When you are done filling your BookBag, click on „Proceed to Checkout.‟ 
5. Sign in with your library card number.  
6. Confirm your checkout. 
7. Click „Download‟ and the eBook will download to Adobe Digital Editions. 
8. Adobe Digital Editions will now open with the book in your library.  You can read the book 

on your computer or you can transfer it to your eReader. 
9. Plug in your eReader and drag and drop the eBook from Adobe Digital Editions to your    
      eReader. For the Nook, these books will show up in „My Documents‟ in the „My Library.‟    
 
 

To add a free eBook to your eReader: 

1. Right-click on the 'Download' link. 
2. Select 'Save Link As...'. Choose where on your computer you want to save the file. 
3. Click 'Save'. The eBook is saved to your computer. 
4. Now, open Adobe Digital Editions and click the Library icon in the upper left corner.  
5. Click on the word 'Library' and, in the drop down menu, choose 'Add Item to Library'.  
6. Find where you saved the eBook and select it. 
7. The eBook should now appear in your Adobe Digital Editions Library. 
8. Plug in your eReader and drag and drop the eBook from Adobe Digital Editions to your   
      eReader. For the Nook, these books will show up in „My Documents‟ in the „My Library.‟  
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