
eBook Readers: A Comparison 
Sampled from http://www.the-ebook-reader.com/ebook-reader-comparison.html 

Device Wireless? Touch-
screen? 

Memory Notes/
Highlight 

Formats Audio/TTS Battery 
Life 

Dictionary Pros Cons Estimated 
Price 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kindle 3 

 
 

Wi-Fi; 
Free AT&T 

3G  

 
 
No 

 
 

4GB 

 
 

Keyboard, 
cursor 

 
 

AZW, PDF, 
TXT, MOBI, 
PRC, AAX, 
AA, MP3  

 
 

Speakers, 
audio jack, 

TTS  

 
 

4 weeks 
with wire-
less off, 10 
days with 
wireless on  

 
 

Yes 

New higher 
contrast 
screen, 
global    
wireless, 
Webkit 
browser, 
low ebook 
prices, TTS, 
audiobooks  

No ePub 
support, no 
free library 
ebooks, 
mostly 

locked in to 
Amazon's 
book store  

 
 

$139; 
$189 (3G) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

nook 

 
 

Wi-Fi; 
Free AT&T 

3G 

 
 

On color 
LCD display 

only 

 
 

2GB, micro 
SD card slot  

 

 
 

Virtual key-
board, cur-

sor  

 
 

EPUB, PDF, 
PDB, JPG, 
GIF, PNG, 
BMP, MP3  

 
 

Speaker, 
audio jack  

 
 

4-10 days  

 
 

Yes 

Crisp dis-
play, An-
droid OS, 
color LCD 
screen, 

change font 
type, lend 
ebooks, 

browser w/ 
WiFi  

Not great 
for notes, 
less battery 
life, poor 
PDF        

support, no 
folders for 
ebooks, 
weighs 
more  

 
 

$149; 
$199 (3G) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sony 
Reader 

 
 

Touch: No; 
Daily: Yes 

 
 

Yes, fingers 
or stylus 

 
 

Touch: 512 
MB; 

Daily: 2GB 
(both have  
SD slots) 

 
 

Freehand, 
virtual key-
board  

 
 

EPUB, PDF, 
TXT, RTF, 
DOC, LRX, 
LRF, JPG, 
GIF, BMP, 
PNG, MP3, 

AAC  

 
 

Audio jack  

 
 

4-10 days 

 
 

Yes 

Write on 
screen, fast 
navigation, 
PDF zoom, 
notes, get 
library 
ebooks  

Less       
contrast, 
reflective 
screen, no 
wireless on 
Touch, 

needs cover 
and light  

 
 

Touch: $169 
 

Daily: $249 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kobo 
eReader 

 
 

Bluetooth 

 
 
No 

 
 

1 GB, SD 
slot 

 
 

None 

 
 

EPUB, PDF 

 
 
No 

 
 

Up to 2 
weeks 

 
 
No 

Low price, 
Adobe EPUB 
support, 
comes with 
100 free 
classics, 
sync with 
smart-
phones, 
good cust. 
support  

 
Basic 

ereader: 
limited   

feature set, 
no folders 
or collec-
tions, few 
formats 
supported  

 
 

$149 



Skokie Public Library Trustees: Diana Hunter, President/ President Emerita; John Graham, Vice President; 

Zelda Rich, Secretary; Richard Basofin; Susan Greer; Karen Parrilli; John M. Wozniak  

Director: Carolyn A. Anthony 3X0810 

Downloading eBooks and eAudiobooks from Skokie Public Library: a Quickstart Guide 

Skokie Public Library has a growing collection of over 2000 eBooks and 3300 eAudiobooks available for checkout.  
Let us help you get started downloading items to your computer or portable device! 
 
It all starts at the Library’s Digital Media page, http://www.skokielibrary.info/s_about/ab_digital/index.asp. You can 
also click on Books in the sidebar menu and select eBooks & eAudiobooks 

You will need: 
• A Skokie Public Library card 
• Overdrive Media Console (for eAudiobooks), Adobe Digital Editions (for eBooks), and Mobipocket Reader (for eBooks) installed on your      

computer. These are free downloads—the links are posted on the Digital Media page.   

Choosing an eBook or eAudiobook 
Each item in the Digital Media catalog contains a set of icons indicating its compatibility. These are as follows: 
PC: The eBook or eAudiobook will play on a PC. 
Mac: The eBook or eAudiobook will play on a Mac. 
Burn to CD (eAudiobook only): You can burn this title to a CD, to play in your home or car stereo. 
WMA (eAudiobook only): This file is only compatible with Windows Media-supported devices. 
iPod (eAudiobook only): This file can be transferred to an iPod or other Apple device. 
MP3 (eAudiobook only): This is a DRM-free audiobook, and can be burned to CD or transferred to multiple devices.  
 
Make your selections by selecting Add Item to BookBag. (If an item is checked out, you can place a hold and you will be contacted when it is 
available.) Once you’re ready to download your items, click Proceed to Checkout to download your materials. 
 
If downloading an eBook: The item will download to Adobe Digital Editions or Mobipocket Reader. Make sure you’ve installed the program first. 
If downloading an eAudiobook: The item will download to the Overdrive Media Console.  
You can read or listen to the item on your computer, or transfer it to your preferred device. 
 
To transfer items to an audio device or eReader: 
Make sure your device is connected to your computer first. 
eAudiobooks: Click on the item in the Overdrive Media Console and click Transfer.  
eBooks: Open the software that came with your eReader. Drag the item from Adobe Digital Editions into the device folder.  
 
Always remember to disconnect your device before you unplug it from your computer! Look for the Eject button on your device 
software, or the Safely Remove Hardware icon in your Windows system tray (see examples at right). 
 

For more information, email askrs@skokielibrary.info. Happy downloading! 


